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Bozeman tops Las Vegas to win UAS/Fleetwood tourney 
Bucks score 3 runs in top of 7th, win 5-4

By ED WEST  
Of The Gazette Staff

Entrusting a 16-year-old to close out a game may not be 
common practice in Legion baseball. 
 
Don't tell Bozeman Bucks or Jamin Weidenaar. The 
young right-hander got through a couple of anxious 
moments in the Bucks' 5-4 victory over the Las Vegas 
Lions Tuesday in the championship game of the 
UAS/Fleetwood Shootout tournament at Dehler Park. 
 
Weidenaar didn't get a save, instead picking up the 
victory after Bozeman rallied for three runs in the top of 
the seventh to take the lead. 
 
Weidnaar sandwiched a walk around a strikeout and a 
flyout before an error gave Las Vegas runners at second 
and third. That brought up leadoff hitter Dontrell Hall, but 
Weidenaar struck him out on four pitches as the Bucks 
finished 7-0 in the five-day tournament. 
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"It feels amazing because they're such a good team,"
Weidenaar said. "To come out and beat these guys is a lot 
of pleasure for me." 
 
Bozeman had dropped an 11-5 decision to Las Vegas just 
before the tournament began. 
 
Messer summoned Weidenaar with two outs in the sixth. 
The Lions had taken a 4-2 lead and had runners at second 
and third. Weidenaar got No. 5 hitter David DeCarlo on 
fly to right to end the inning. 
 
"Jamin's been doing that for us all year," said coach Mitch 
Messer. "That's a position he wants to be in at the end of 
the game. In that situation, you give the ball to the No. 1 
guy and you go. That's what we did." 
 
That gave the Bucks a chance and they didn't squander it. 
Andy Ballinger's single cut the deficit to 4-3 and the 
Bucks took the lead when Ethan Wilkes' grounder 
glanced off the glove of pitcher Blair Goldsack. Shortstop 
Matt Holman picked up the ball and tried to get Wilkes, 
but his throw skipped past first base and two runs scored. 
 
Bozeman couldn't get much going early against Lions' 
starter Amir Garrett, a tall (6-foot-4) lefty who notched 10 
strikeouts. The Bucks did manage to take a 1-0 lead in the 
third when Wilkes reached on an error and later scored on 
a wild pitch. 
 
A double by Anthony Rinard and single by Ballinger put 
Bozeman ahead 2-1 lead in the fifth. The Lions responded 
with an RBI double by DeCarlo and a run-scoring triple 
by Nick Kingham for a 3-2 advantage. 
 
Las Vegas had a chance to pad the lead, but Weidenaar 
helped limit the damage to one run in the sixth and the
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Bucks then staged their game-winning rally.
 
"I'm proud of the way our guys fought through the end," 
Messer said. "This was a good win. We set out at the 
beginning of the year we want to win every tournament 
we play in. This is one heck of a tournament. Hopefully, 
we can continue to play good baseball." 
 
Bozeman (32-13) goes home to play the Colorado 
Bobcats tonight and then gets back into conference play 
against the Billings Royals on Monday. 
 
NOTES: The championship game had a 39-minute wind 
and lightning delay in the fifth inning. ... Bozeman beat 
Eden Prairie, Minn. 7-4 to reach the final. ... Las Vegas 
hit seven doubles in beating Excelsior, Minn. 10-2 in its 
semifinal. 
 
Cullen Cameron, Dillon Petersen (5), Ben Leister (5), 
Jamin Weidenaar (6) and Andy Ballinger; Amir Garrett, 
Blair Goldsack (5) and Julian Cutolo. W - Weidenaar. L - 
Goldsack. 
 
Bozeman - Brendan Phillips 0-3, Kyle Britt 0-4, Caleb 
Schlender 0-2, Anthony Rinard 2-4, Ballinger 2-4, 
Weidenaar 1-3, Leister 1-3, Mario Stanislao 1-2, Keith 
Ailes 0-1, Petersen 0-1, Ethan Wilkes 1-3. 2B: Rinard, 
Weidenaar. RBI: Ballinger 2, Wilkes. 
 
Las Vegas Lions - Dontrell Hall 1-4, Brooks Klein 0-2, 
Matt Holman 2-4, Tommy Barnes 0-4, David DeCarlo 1-
2, Nick Kingham 1-3, Goldsack 0-1, Cutolo 0-3, Billy 
Santiwan 1-3, Kyle Gamble 1-2. 2B: DeCarlo, Gamble. 
3B: Kingham. RBI: Hall, Barnes, DeCarlo, Kingham. 
 
Bozeman 5, Las Vegas 4 
 
Bozeman 001 010 3 - 5 8 1 
 
Las Vegas 000 121 0 - 4 7 3  
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Ads by Yahoo!
Jobs In Las Vegas

Real $30 An Hour Starting. As Seen on Fox News, CNN,
MSNBC. 
Home-Job-Info.com/jobs

Save 60-80% On Las Vegas 
Timeshares

Save 60% - 80% on Las Vegas timeshares - Holiday
Timeshares. 
www.holidaygroup.com

Las Vegas - Henderson Guide

Shopping, Real Estate, Moving, Local Music, Lawyers,
Doctors & Clubs. 
www.VegasWebDirectory.com

 

What do you think?
Tell us what you thought of this story. 
 
 
Not Yet Rated

I thought this story was:  

 
 
 

Civil Dialogue
Billingsgazette.com provides this community forum
for readers to exchange ideas and opinions on the news 
of the day. Passionate views, pointed criticism and 
critical thinking are welcome. Name-calling, crude 
language and personal abuse are not welcome. 
Moderators will monitor comments with an eye toward
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maintaining a high level of civility in this forum. Our 
comment policy explains the rules of the road for 
registered commenters.

The moderator is away.

Comments will be moderated at 6:00 am.
If you don't see your comment, perhaps... more »

 Featured comments don't necessarily reflect the 
opinions of The Gazette.
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