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Bucks sweep to UAS title

Late rally helps Bozeman (7-0) avenge last week’s loss to Vegas

By Chronicle Staff

In the championship of the
UAS Shootout Tournament
in Billings Tuesday evening,
“everything that could have
happened in a baseball game
happened,” Bozeman Bucks
head coach Mitch Messer said.
“Rain delays, player ejections,
overthrown balls, pickoffs. It
was an exciting game”

And a two-out infield single
from Ethan Wilkes that grazed
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off the glove of Las Vegas Lions
pitcher Blair Goldsack proved to
be the dagger.

Shortstop Matt Holman
picked up the dribbler and fired
to first, but his toss eluded new
first baseman Nick Kingham
and allowed the last two runs to
score in the Bucks’ 5-4 win over
the Lions.

Las Vegas handed the Bucks
an 11-5 loss in Bozeman last
Thursday — the day before the
tournament began.

The previous blemish to the
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Lions was only the third time
Bozeman has lost in its last 14
games. The Bucks went 7-0 in
the tournament and were the
only team to go undefeated over
the five days in Billings.

“From the beginning of the
year our focus has been to get
better every day;,” Messer said.

(More on Bucks, page B2)

Bozeman’s Doug Crossman Is
tagged out by Las Vegas' Blalr §
Goldsack In the seventh In- §
ning Tuesday at Dehler Park.
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“The guys have done a good job
of that. We still have a ways to go,
but we're playing good baseball”

Going into a rain delay after
the first batter in the Lions’ half
of the fifth inning, the Bucks led
2-1. But the half-hour stoppage
forced Bozeman to pull its starter,
Cullen Cameron, who had allowed
four hits through four innings,
and gave Las Vegas a window of
opportunity.

“Cullen was throwing a good
game,” Messer said. “But he was at
about 80 pitches on three days’ rest
so we decided to pull the plug.”

Dillon Peterson came in for
Cameron and allowed a double
and a triple to the Lions’ four- and
five-hole hitters, David DeCarlo
and Kingham, which led to two Las
Vegas runs.

The Lions then scraped another
run together off Leister in the bot-
tom of the sixth to stretch their
lead to two. The Bucks brought in
closer Jamin Weidenaar to prevent
any more damage and get out of the
inning.

That’s when “The Big Bats made
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some noise” — a phrase often
uttered by Bucks commentator
Steve Dent. But it was more like a
sequence of peeps than a Fourth of
July fireworks display.

Singles from the Bucks No. 4
and 5 hitters Anthony Rinard and
Andy Ballinger brought in one run
in the top of the seventh to make
it 4-3, and a bunt from No. 6 hitter
Weidenaar put pinch runner Doug
Crossman in scoring position.

Another single from Leister made
the inning even more enticing for
Bucks fans as it moved Crossman to
third.

But a come-backer to the mound
from Peterson stranded Crossman
in a rundown between third and
home and he was tagged out. For
reasons unknown to Messer, Vegas
first baseman Tommy Barnes was
ejected on the play.

“It was crazy,” Messer said. “It was
just one of those games.”

Wilkes, who has been getting
starts in left field against left handed
pitchers, then hit the grounder to
put the Bucks up and Weidenaar,
who earned the victory, slammed
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the door on the Lions in the bottom
half of the inning.

“It feels amazing because they’re
such a good team,” Weidenaar told
the Billings Gazette. “To come out
and beat these guys is a lot of plea-
sure for me”

To reach the championship game,
the Bucks defeated Eden Praire,
Minn., 7-4 earlier in the day. Caleb
Schlender, Rinard and Ballinger
each had two hits. Weidenaar hit a
two-run single and also earned the
save.

The Bucks (32-13) return home
to take on the Colorado Bobcats
tonight before taking four days off.
They will resume conference play
with the Billings Royals on Monday.

Bucks 5, Las Vegas Lions 4

Bucks 0010103 —581
Lions 0001210 —47 3

Cullen Gamearan, Dlllon Petarson t5:l. Ban Lelstar
{5), Jamin Weldenaar (&) and Andy Ballinger. Amir Gar-
rett, Blalr Goldsack (5) and Jullan Cutolo,

Bucks — Brandan PRillips 0-3, Kyl Britt 04, Caleb
Schiender 0-2, Ballingsr 2-4, Weldenaar 1-3, Lalstar
1-3, Mario Stanislac 1-2, Kalth Alles 0-1, Paterson 041,
Ethan Wilkes 1-3.

Lions — Dontrall Hall 1-4, Brocks Kleln 0-2, Tommy
Bames 0-4, David DeCano 1-2, Tyler Barnes O-1, Cutolo
-3, Bllly Santivan 1-3, Kyle Gamble 12, Nick KIngham
12,

2B: Rinard, Weldenaar, DecCarlo, Gamble, 38:
Kingham. RE: Ballinger 2, Wilkes; Hall, Tommy Bames,
Tyler Barnes, KIngnam.
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Bozeman tops Las Vegas to win UAS/Fleetwood tourney

Bucks score 3 runs in top of 7th, win 5-4

By ED WEST Ell 1

Of The Gazette Staff ﬁﬁgﬁ%‘#

Entrusting a 16-year-old to close out a game may not be '~

common practice in Legion baseball. lll_iﬂLFL J

Don't tell B Bucks or Jamin Weidenaar. Th ﬂ di

on't tell Bozeman Bucks or Jamin Weidenaar. The

young right-hander got through a couple of anxious u":k now

moments in the Bucks' 5-4 victory over the Las Vegas open house

Lions Tuesday in the championship game of the » Search Open Hou

UAS/Fleetwood Shootout tournament at Dehler Park. = Select Houses

Weidenaar didn't get a save, instead picking up the « Map Driving Dires

victory after Bozeman rallied for three runs in the top of _

the seventh to take the lead. dﬁﬂ?-l?'ﬂl’ ]
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Weidnaar sandwiched a walk around a strikeout and a Call 406.657

flyout before an error gave Las Vegas runners at second for more inforn

and third. That brought up leadoff hitter Dontrell Hall, but
Weidenaar struck him out on four pitches as the Bucks
finished 7-0 in the five-day tournament.
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"It feels amazing because they're such a good team,"
Weidenaar said. "To come out and beat these guys is a lot
of pleasure for me."

Bozeman had dropped an 11-5 decision to Las Vegas just
before the tournament began.

Messer summoned Weidenaar with two outs in the sixth.
The Lions had taken a 4-2 lead and had runners at second
and third. Weidenaar got No. 5 hitter David DeCarlo on
fly to right to end the inning.

"Jamin's been doing that for us all year," said coach Mitch
Messer. "That's a position he wants to be in at the end of
the game. In that situation, you give the ball to the No. 1
guy and you go. That's what we did."

That gave the Bucks a chance and they didn't squander it.
Andy Ballinger's single cut the deficit to 4-3 and the
Bucks took the lead when Ethan Wilkes' grounder
glanced off the glove of pitcher Blair Goldsack. Shortstop
Matt Holman picked up the ball and tried to get Wilkes,
but his throw skipped past first base and two runs scored.

Bozeman couldn't get much going early against Lions'
starter Amir Garrett, a tall (6-foot-4) lefty who notched 10
strikeouts. The Bucks did manage to take a 1-0 lead in the
third when Wilkes reached on an error and later scored on
a wild pitch.

A double by Anthony Rinard and single by Ballinger put
Bozeman ahead 2-1 lead in the fifth. The Lions responded
with an RBI double by DeCarlo and a run-scoring triple
by Nick Kingham for a 3-2 advantage.

Las Vegas had a chance to pad the lead, but Weidenaar
helped limit the damage to one run in the sixth and the
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Bucks then staged their game-winning rally.

"I'm proud of the way our guys fought through the end,”
Messer said. "This was a good win. We set out at the
beginning of the year we want to win every tournament
we play in. This is one heck of a tournament. Hopefully,
we can continue to play good baseball.”

Bozeman (32-13) goes home to play the Colorado
Bobcats tonight and then gets back into conference play
against the Billings Royals on Monday.

NOTES: The championship game had a 39-minute wind
and lightning delay in the fifth inning. ... Bozeman beat

Eden Prairie, Minn. 7-4 to reach the final. ... Las Vegas

hit seven doubles in beating Excelsior, Minn. 10-2 in its
semifinal.

Cullen Cameron, Dillon Petersen (5), Ben Leister (5),
Jamin Weidenaar (6) and Andy Ballinger; Amir Garrett,
Blair Goldsack (5) and Julian Cutolo. W - Weidenaar. L -
Goldsack.

Bozeman - Brendan Phillips 0-3, Kyle Britt 0-4, Caleb
Schlender 0-2, Anthony Rinard 2-4, Ballinger 2-4,
Weidenaar 1-3, Leister 1-3, Mario Stanislao 1-2, Keith
Ailes 0-1, Petersen 0-1, Ethan Wilkes 1-3. 2B: Rinard,
Weidenaar. RBI: Ballinger 2, Wilkes.

Las Vegas Lions - Dontrell Hall 1-4, Brooks Klein 0-2,
Matt Holman 2-4, Tommy Barnes 0-4, David DeCarlo 1-
2, Nick Kingham 1-3, Goldsack 0-1, Cutolo 0-3, Billy
Santiwan 1-3, Kyle Gamble 1-2. 2B: DeCarlo, Gamble.
3B: Kingham. RBI: Hall, Barnes, DeCarlo, Kingham.
Bozeman 5, Las Vegas 4

Bozeman 001 0103-581

Las Vegas 000121 0-473

Published on Wednesday, July 01, 2009.
Last modified on 7/1/2009 at 12:48 am

Copyright © The Billings Gazette, a division of Lee Enterprises.

» Political group
told to ID
donors

Fokox (13
ratings)

Stories that have
received the most high
ratings in the last 48
hours

more sports headlines

» Brady Tryan
taking his first

crack at

'Cowboy
Christmas'

e Murphy puts
family first with
lighter schedule

* Bozeman tops
Las Vegas to win
UAS/Fleetwood
tourney

* Mustangs return
home on winning

note

* DSU wrestling
signs Miles City
trio

e \Western men
add 4 players

e Tech women add
shooting quard

» Scoreboard:
Legion Baseball

* Scoreboard:
Indoor Football

» Scoreboard: Bull

riding

* Scoreboard:
Rodeo

» Scoreboard:

Your sports

http://www.billingsgazette.net/articles/2009/07/01/sports/local/20-baseball.txt

Page 3 0of 5

7/1/2009



BillingsGazette.com :: Bozeman tops Las Vegas to win UAS/Fleetwood tourney

Ads by Yahoo!

Jobs In Las VVegas

Real $30 An Hour Starting. As Seen on Fox News, CNN,
MSNBC.
Home-Job-Info.com/jobs

Save 60-80% On Las Vegas
Timeshares

Save 60% - 80% on Las Vegas timeshares - Holiday
Timeshares.
www.holidaygroup.com

Las Vegas - Henderson Guide

Shopping, Real Estate, Moving, Local Music, Lawyers,
Doctors & Clubs.
www.VegasWebDirectory.com

What do you think?

Tell us what you thought of this story.
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Civil Dialogue

Billingsgazette.com provides this community forum
for readers to exchange ideas and opinions on the news
of the day. Passionate views, pointed criticism and
critical thinking are welcome. Name-calling, crude
language and personal abuse are not welcome.
Moderators will monitor comments with an eye toward
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maintaining a high level of civility in this forum. Our
comment policy explains the rules of the road for
registered commenters.

'Bﬂﬂ,{.#‘ The moderator is away.
e

Comments will be moderated at 6:00 am.
If you don't see your comment, perhaps... more »

+ Featured comments don't necessarily reflect the
opinions of The Gazette.
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